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Gender Based Violence in Emergencies in South Sudan 

Briefing note 

Major developments, October-December 2020: 

Between October and December 2020, UNICEF and implementing partners 

reached a total of 39,697 individuals (9,436 girls; 6,945 boys; 14,185 women 

and 9,1312 men) with Gender Based Violence (GBV) prevention and 

response services including individualized case management, psychosocial 

support, skills building courses, access to women and girls friendly services, 

risk mitigation information and referrals to other specialized services.  

A total of 32,099 people (16,975 girls; 15,107 women and 17 boys) received 

case management, psychosocial support (PSS), and skills-building courses 

in Women and Girls’ Friendly Spaces (WGFS), and referrals for other 

specialized and non-specialised services.   

A total of 33,538 beneficiaries (6,362 girls; 7,017 boys; 10,516 women and 

9,643 men) benefited from GBV risk mitigation interventions through 

UNICEF’s Child Protection supported programmes. In November 2020, 

UNICEF’s Child Protection section launched a multisectoral safety audit in 

South Sudan. The findings will inform the HPC process as well as advocacy 

for increased integration of GBV.  

Through the Communities Care Programme (CCP), 29 community discussion 

groups were formed this year and over 800,000 people benefitted from 

community actions and engagements through radio talk shows, door to door 

awareness, neighbourhood campaigns and school outreaches. 74% of the 

Community Discussion participants registered positive changes in beliefs 

and attitudes. 

39,697           
people reached with GBV 

response, prevention, risk 

mitigation and social norms 

transformation messages 

23,819 
people reached with 

GBV prevention and 

response services 

15, 878  

girls and women 

receiving psychosocial 

support services 



• Continue awareness raising on COVID-19 preventive measures. 

• GBV services and the GBV referral pathways were updated during the 

pandemic to include key information related to COVID-19 and new 

modalities of service delivery. 

• Increase awareness raising and response services for child survivors and 

survivors of child marriage.  

• Support Government initiatives and increase awareness raising and 

messaging on child marriage. 

• Continue supporting GBV risk mitigation efforts and the integration of 

GBV education into other UNICEF programmes and in the wider clusters’ 

initiatives and actions.  

• Continue with the scaling up of the Communities Care Programme for 

Gender Based Violence prevention and social norms transformation. 

• Increase engagement with schools, faith leaders, communities and other 

stakeholders on girl child education, menstrual hygiene management, 

school related gender-based violence and child marriage. 

• Increase resource mobilization and engagement with donors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major challenges: 

Solutions: 

Situation snapshot: 

25 % of reported 

cases of sexual 

violence has a child 

victim. 

• Women and girls have been particularly affected by the COVID-19 

pandemic due to being widely engaged in the informal sector; their 

livelihoods have been severely impacted.  

• GBV cases have increased and GBV survivors might have encountered 

constraints in accessing services. 

• Increased cases of child marriage and teenage pregnancies due to 

prolonged school closure. 

• Because of their gender role, women and girls are primarily caregivers 

for the ill and the elderly and therefore are at heightened risk of COVID-

19 infection. 

• Social norms which perpetuate and reinforce multiple forms of violence 

against women and girls prevent help-seeking. 

• Limited reporting and support to child survivors of GBV. 

• Financial constraints. 

50 % women 

have suffered from 

intimate partner 

violence 

UNICEF targets for 2020: 

 

100,000   

individuals accessing 

gender-based violence 

risk mitigation, 

prevention or response 

interventions 

Funding situation: 

UNICEF South Sudan’s GBV appeal for 2020: 

US$ 5 million       

Current funding gap 

 86 %  

Andrea Suley 

Country Representative a.i. 

asuley@unicef.org 

For more information, please contact:  

Yves Willemot 

Chief of Communication 

ywillemot@unicef.org 

Suzanne Suh 

Donor Relations Specialist 

ssuh@unicef.org 

UNICEF’s generous GBV donors 

Follow the latest developments online: 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan
https://twitter.com/unicefssudan
https://www.instagram.com/unicefssudan/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFSouthSudan
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/flood-victims-assisted-2019

